THE   LEGISLATIVE   HISTORY   OF  WHITE   ZINC   PAINT      l8l
Commerce, the power to authorise, exceptionally, for
certain works, the use of white lead and other lead
compounds, after consultation with the Committee of
Arts and Manufactures in each particular case.
The   draft   of   the  Act   was   sent   to   a   Commission,
nominated in the bureaux of the Chamber, on the 25th
November, which was constituted the 26th, and sent in its
report on  the   28th  of the same month.    It was a fine
example   of   parliamentary  speed,   which   Budget   Com-
missions might take to heart, so as to avoid twelve pro-
visional conditions.    The reporter might have said, that
they had done the work quickly.     Moreover, he himself
agrees, since, in his supplementary report, he says that in
face of the protests which flowed in from all quarters, in
the  interest   even  of the  draft  of the  Act, it was   not
possible  to  eliminate   forthwith  all  the objections ;  and
the   Commission  unanimously agreed,  contrary  to their
first decision, not to ask its  report to be placed on an
immediate order of the day, so as  to   be able to make
a  searching  inquiry  and  hear  interested   parties.      Six
months afterwards, the  new report was submitted, and
was discussed before the Chamber a month later, the soth
June 1903.    And, after some rejections of amendments,
the whole  of  the  Act  was  passed  unanimously.     The
Senate took it up, on the 22nd October following, and a
Commission was nominated on the i2th November.    The
latter was not, by any manner of means, as active as the
Chamber's Commission, since the first report to the Senate
was not sent in until April 1905, say seventeen months
afterwards, three times longer than the reporter of the
House of Deputies.    But it must be remarked, that the